PREFACE
This is the third volume in the series on the "108 Vaish-
navite Divyadesams". In Volume I, I had dealt with the 22
vaishnavite divyadesams in Thondai Nadu extending over the
old Chengelpet and Madras Revenue Districts in Tamil Nadu.
Volume II dealt with 21 of the 40 divyadesams in Chola Nadu
covering Tanjore and Trichy Revenue Districts in Tamil Nadu.
In this volume, the balance of 19 divya desams in Chola Nadu
and 2 divyadesams in Nadu Nadu i.e. South Arcot District in
Tamil Nadu are covered.
The presentation is the same as in the earlier volumes. For
each divya desam, the mythological, epigraphical highlights are
presented, followed by the presentation of select mangalasasana
hymns from the Naalaayira Divyaprabandhas. In some cases, I
have also given select songs composed by the Musical Trinity in
praise of the Lord of the divyadesam.
Needless to add that, as in the earlier volumes, I have
received unstinted co-operation from many of my friends and
colleagues. I wish to publicly acknowledge my grateful thanks
to them. First and foremost, as usual, my family members
fully participated and involved themselves in this task by not
only collecting material, but also going through my drafts and
making suitable suggestions and alterations. The affectionate
encouragement that I received from then! has been a motivating
factor for me to proceed with this tough task of assembling
relevant materials for all the vaishnavite divya desams. I am
therefore grateful to God for the continued moral and physical
support that I received from my family members.
Many of .my colleagues have extended to me their will-
ing support and co-operation by collecting the sthala pruranas
from the respective devasthanams. They collected published
as well as unpublished material and very often went to the
extent of meeting the senior-most priests in the temple and
recording on cassette their account of the peculiar features of
those temples. In this context, I would like to specially men-
tion the help extended so cheerfully and willingly by my col-